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mission, the Father teaches them the Catechism, ex-
plaining to them the mysteries of our faith, to which
they give strict attention.

When the dinner hour comes, they themselves,
with one or two young Frenchmen who have re-
mained with them, set the table; and some time after
this meal they do not fail to go to the Chapel to sa-
lute and adore our Lord, offering him this little
prayer: ‘“ My [198 i.e., 194] God, I thank you for
having kept me from morning until now; keep me
the rest of the day; forget my faults, and aid me not
to relapse into them again; I present to you all my
acts, give me your grace to perform them well.”

After that, they are given a little more instruction
in reading; and then are free to go and walk, or to
devote their attention to some occupation. They
generally go hunting or fishing, or make bows and
arrows, or clear some land in their own way, or do
anything else that is agreeable to them.

In the evening, after supper, they make their ex-
amination of conscience, saying their prayers on their
knees, and then retire to rest. To be born a Sav-
age and to live in this restraint, is a miracle. To
be a Huron and not to be a thief (as in truth they
are not), is another miracle. To have lived in a
freedom which dispenses them even from obeying
their parents, and then to undertake nothing without
leave, is a third miracle. But let us come down to
some peculiarities that their master and instructor
has observed.

One of them having offended one of our French-
men, went to ask his pardon after [1gg i.e., 195]
having made his examination [of conscience], imme-



